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(FOR THE ABBEVILLE BANNER.)
INCIDENTS GIF TRAVLIL.
LETTER VI
But the celebrity of Rock Bridge doces
not simply consist in its natural curiositics,
its internal wealth, and its literary and
military advantages: it also abounds in
specimens of intellectual greatness.  In the
suburbs of Lexington was born and reared
the iearned and pius Archibald Alexander
D. D,, of the Prinecton Seminary—son in-
lnw of the * Blind Preacher,” whose talents
and eloquence have bLeen immortalized by
the chaste and classic Author of the British
Spy. The [Ton. Robert Moore, the only !
United States Senator cver sent from Vir-!
ginia West of the Blue Ridge, wasalsoa
resident of Lexington. Here Colonel
Benton married his Lady, the aceomplished
Miss McDowell. Here now lives Ex-Go-
vernor McDowell, whose family the ungal.
lant and ungenerous Governor Thomas, of
Maryland, slandered. The able Judge Bro-
kenboroughof the U. S. District Court lives
here. And last, but not least Rev. Horatio
Thompson, whose refined taste, polished
manaers,exemplary peity, profound Theolo-
gical lore, and cogent thrilling sermons arce
sufficicnt to give character to the age.  And
subjoined w the above catalogue, we may
also mention Mr. Chapin, the venerable
author of much of our good old churech mu-
sic. The solemn air Rock Bridge, he
named in honor of the Nuwnal Bridge.
Liberty Iall after the Academical name of
Washington College. Rockingham for a
neighboring county. Primrose, Consolation,
Tribulation, and many other such speci-
mens of sacred Musie.
In the process of my serpentine meande-
rings, my destiny was cast in a village,
where an individual informed me, there
would be, that night a “Ladics Fair;?
and requested me to attend. My first im-
pression was, he was trifling with my itine-
rating dignity (an insult, you know, South
Carolina blood cannot bear) by retailing his
tautologies at my expense. For suggested
reason if fair be expressed ladics are evi-
dently referred to; and if ladies be men.
tioned fair is necessanly implied—W hy-
double and twist the thing, and darken
ideas by the accumulation of words ?2—
Butmy pugilistic arder was cooled bya
thorough explication. It appears {rom the
facts connected with the case, that a certain
denomination of Christians in the city, had
a church, il not the most gorgeous and
richly . garnished, good enough for such
Christians as Paul or John Bunyon and
their respective adherents to worship in.
But perhaps the factofa Sister denomination
erecting a more gaudy and ogtentalions edi-
fice suggested 1o this.humble congregation,
the probability of having to stand back, on
account of a neighbor being holier. And
‘this zealous exemplary society was inspired
with that noble magunaniinons spirit, which
déspises those, who from servile humani‘y
stand afar off ; and thank God for their ri-
gid adherents to the letter of the law—their
-superiority to others—their prayers and
their benevolence ; therefore they resolved
they would not live in- costly houses and
" wordhig'God ind tent. " /Bat'when they had
domipléicd their femple the sine qua non was
‘nbt available in ‘sufficient quantities to de-
“fray 'the expétises.  Hendo'the  pions ma-
' ti'i:ill:s"finid_ zedlows maidens organised them-
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selves into an  assoeiation to be called

can enjoy that exquisite pleasuve, by pay-
ing wrespectable entrance fee, or pole-tax
(a law Carolinians  would nulify.) The
stoclk in Lrale consist of boguets, toys, drinks
and others articlts too ® numerousto men-
tion™ as the advertisements says. T'he funds
acerning from the saes of their merchan-
dise is appropriated to the purpase of paying
for, at least, the Church lot.  As this is tor
a pivus and holy purpose—anl as Holy
Mother Rome has decreed, the end, justifies

the mean, they may with propriety indulie
the extravagance of laying on 2 or 3 or 500
pereent on their baubles and gewgaws.
And as this orgaunization is wholily under
the eomtrol of Ladics, no young man, in
whose soul corruseates a spark of gallantry

will refuse to o, and pureliase

liierally.
1f he be not dead to a sense of the finer feel-
ings he will go and take under his right,
and left protection, at least, two young La-
dics, whose capitation fee he will pay, and
alzo treat them to as much as they can eat
and drink, and buy them a baquet or twa,
even ilhe should be charged 87 12 cents
cach.  You know Lysander in the seig: of
Athens tanght when the Lion's skin is not
suflicient to carry your point, it is no haun
to stiich to it the Iue's leil. And tlas
apothegm is especially applicable in the
case npow before us. For, these vain irre-
ligious yuung men will court popularity
with the prety misses of the Chuareh ; bat
their narow unrighteons souls would net
contribute one mite for religious purposes by
way of henevolenee, uader any considera-
tion+  But the young Lidies, whose sagacity
is uever baflled, have devised means, by
which, the young infidels shall beecome sub-
servient to the Chureh,

Tot, vobir, virgines, dotes, quot, sidera, caelo.

I know there are some christinns of con-
tracted minds and austere morals, who cen-
sure this polite, genteel method of obtaining
money to defray the expenses of religion.
They goso far as to throw the church on
the tender merey of the world, and cxpose
lier to the contempt and ridicule of infidels.
But such persons deny the church privil-
eges, that some men arrogate to themselves,
A certain potentate of the continent, used
the Jews as a sponge to absorb the gold of
Ewope, from which he could expross it
at pleasure.  Now, why may not the ladies
absorb a few dimes from the irreligious
fops and coxcombs, when their avowed ob-
ject s to squeeze it out into the purse of the
church?  SBome old-fushioned, tasteless,
graceless profissors will say, it is Letter o
worship God spiritually in a tent under an
oak in Mamvre, thun to do it faskionably in a
gaudy, pompous cathedral, the architect of
which has not been remunerated. It inast
be confessed it better comports with the
Seripture cominand, “owe no man anything,”
to have worshipped in the old until money
could have been earned for the new. But
how can a zealous christian endure to see
ancther denomination robed in finer appa-
rel? They may stand higher in Jacob’s
Indder, for this is not visible to human eyes,
but they must not worship in a more mag-
nificenttemple. Besidesaspiritis craven and
despicable, which withholds from professors
rivalry and competition respecting the hon-
ors of the world. Perhaps some may have
the impertinent audacity to say respecting
this religious confectionary, “it is a strange
mixture of worldly pleasure and religion,
charity and profligacy. Itis the spending
of one pound for a good cause, for the pur-
chase of an indulgence to spend five for
questionable and decidedly sinful purposes.
It is an attempt to sanctify worldly merri-
ment, feasting and rioting by the sanctity
of approved names, and an intermixture of
religious performance.” When censors
strike such a vein of pathetic railery, chris-
tian8 must succumb.

Dat veniam corvis, vexat censura ¢olumbas.

(WIITTSN FOR TIIF ABREVILLE BAHNIH-)
BAD HABITS.
Mr. Kditor :—Put this in your paper,
and tell all the little boys and girls to study
it carefully, for I love them very much, and

ed to us ahout bad habits, I should think it
was abour time
should n’t you?

to change the subjeet,
“Yes,” replicd the other;
“but 1l don’t eare.” I thought within my-
self; these boys little understand the import-
of the sulbjeet, or they woull not wish to
have it changed.  Indecd T know they have
formed some bad habits which might now
be casily corrected but which are streneath-
ening every day by induluence.  Ltisa very
bad habit to heed not the advice of friend-,
Itis a very bad habit to say, *1 don't care?
when you are reproved. It is a bad habit
not to profit by the experience of others.
It is a bad habit to be careless and inatten-
tive when your teacher is talking to your
class, and endeavoring to instruct you oral-
Iy,

My dear ehiliren do yon know that these
bad habits will lead yon to laugh and disve-
Do you know thut
by aund by you will make sport of the Bi-
ble, of religion, and of the holy name of
God? Do you know that yvon will grow
Lolder and baller in sin, until at last yon
will not hesitiie to do what you woeuld now
tremble to think abom? My dear little
friends throughout Abbeville District, pause
and refleet, and profit by this admonition.
Correet  bad in  your youth,
aud when you grow to be men and woman
you will be happy and resyectable.

A Teacuenr.

TIIE CITY OF MIIXICO

T'his fumous Capital, at the merey of Gen.
Scott, is thus desceribed in Murray s Boey-
ciopedia of Gieography :

Tise Sute of Alexico comprizes the Val-
ley of Mexico, a fine and splendid rgion,
viriegated by extensive lukes, and sorroun-
ded by some of the loltiest voleanic peaks
of the worid. Its  circumference 15 about
200 miles, and it forms the very centre of
the table lind Anahuae, elevated from 6000
10 800U feet ubove the level of the sea, In
the centre of this valley stands the city of
Mexico or Penochititlan having  been buil
m the midile of the lake, and conneeted
with the coniiaent by extensive causeways
or dykes. T'o new Mexico is thiee milues
from the lake of "L'ezeuca, and nearly six
from that of Chaleo; yet Humboldt consi-
siders it certain, from the remains of the an-
cient teocali or temples, that it oceupies the
identical position of the former eity, thata
areat part of the waters of the valley have
been dried up.  Mexico was long cousiler-
ed the greatest city of Amerien, bat it is
now surpassed by New York, perhaps even
by Rio Jancrio.  Soime estimates have rais-
el its population to 200,000 but, it may, on
wood grounds, be fixed ut 120,000 to 140,-
GO0,

It is beyond dispute the most splendid.
“ Mexico 1s uiadoubiedly one of the linest.
cities built by Euaropeans in either heans
phere ; with the exeeption of 8t. Peterburgh
Borling London, and Philadelpliia and some
quaiters off Westminster, there does not ex-
ist a field of the sume extent which ean be
compared to the capital off New Spain, for
the uniforn level of the ground on wlich
it stands, for the regularity and breadih of
the streets, and the extent of the squares
and public places.  "T'he architecture is ge-
nerally of pure style, and there are even cd-
ifices of a very beautiful structure,”

The palace of the late viceroys, the cuthe-
dral, built in what is termed the Gothic
style, several of the convents, and some pri-
vate palaces, reared upon pluns furnished
by the pupils of the Academy of i'ine Arts
are of great extent and maguilicence ; yet,
upon the whole, it is rather the arrange-
ment, regularity, and general effcet of the
city, which render it so striking. Nothing
in particular, can be more enchanting than
the view of the city and valley from the sur-
rounding heights. The eye sweeps over a
vastextentofcultivated fields, to the very base
of the collossial mountains covered with
perpetual snow. The cily appears as if
washed by the waters of the luke of I'ezcu-
co, which sorrounded by villages and han
lets, resemble the most beautiful of the
Swiss lakes, and the rich cultivation of the
vicinity forms a striking contrast with the
naked mountains, Among these, rise the
famous voleano Popocatepeli and the moun-
tain of Izaccihutl, of which the first an en-
ormous cone, burns occasionaily, throwing
up smoke and ashes, in the midst of eternal
snows: T'he police of the cily is excellant;
most of 'the streets.are handsomely paved,
lighted and cleansed. The annual con.
sumption in Mexico has been computed at
15,000 beeves, 279,000 sheecp, 50,000 hogs
1,600,000 fowls, including ducks and tur.

gard all good counsel?

Liabity

keys, 205,000 pigeons and partridges. The

leo and the eanal leading to it. ‘I'hese ca-
uoes are often guaided ls__-.‘ leimales, who, at
the same time, are weaving eotton in their
portable looms. or plicking fowls and throsw.
ing the feathers into the water.  Most of
the flowers and roots have been raised in
chinampas or floating  gardens, an inven-
ton peialiar to the new worli., They con-
sist ol rafis formed of reeds and bushes, and
covered with black saline mould, which,
beine irvegated by the witer cof the lake,
becomes lertile. . It is a creat disadvantag.:
o Mexico, however, that it stands nearly
vu o level with the surroundicg  luke,
which, in seasons of heavy rain, ovewhelins
it vith destruetive mundations.  ‘I'he con-
struciion of a desagne or canal, to carry off
the waters of the lake of Zumpangoo, and off
the principal river by whicli it is feddy hians,
since 1629, preventad any very desoluating
flood,Phe desagrae, thongh not condueted
with skill aud Judzgement, coa 5,000,000,
and is one of the most stupendous hydraulic
works ever executed.  Were it Glled with
water, the Largest vessels of war might pass
by it through the range of mountains which
bonnd the plain of Mexico. The alarms,
however, have been fregquent, and cannot
well ecase, while the level of that bake is
20 feet above that of the grcat square of
Alexico.

“Vhe Beautiful Land amd ifs Seatry Grim.”
DY MAUCKUILLAR.

I.
There is a land immortal—
The beautitnl of lands ;
Beside its ancient portal
A sentry grimly stands:
He only can undo it,
And open wide the door ;
And mortals who pass through it
Arec mortal never more.

1L
That elorious land is Heaven,
And Death the sentry grim ;
The Tord thereof has given
The epeniog keys o him
And ransom’d spiriis sighing
And sorrowlul for sin,
Pass through the gate in dying,
And [recly enter in.

1.
Though dark and drear the passage,
T'hat leadeth to the gate,
Yet grace attends the message
T'o sonls that wateh and wait :
Anl at the tiime appointed,
A messenger comes down,
An¥ guides the Lord’s annointed
IFrom cross to glory’s erown,

v,

Their sizhs are lost in singing ;
They're blessed in their tears;
Their journey heavenward winging,
They leave on earth theie fears,

Death like an angel seeming,
“We weleome thee”—they ery—
Their face with glory gleanming,
M['is life for them to die,

;1% The following lines, originally pub-
lizhed in the Alabama Flag & Advertiser,
were written by the Rev. Whiteford Smith,
of this citv.  T'hey will bear many republi-
cidions,  They are characterized by sim.
plicity, and truthful tenderness, while the
barmonious flow of the verse must strike
every reader—Charleston Eve. News.
Written in answer to those of Mrs, Buckley

in reply to Mr. Wilde's.
“My Life is lile the Smamner Rose.”
“The dews of night may fall from Heaven

Upon the witherd rose’s bed,”

And many a beanteous bud be given,

In licu of that which now isdeed.
The morning sun in halchyon hours,

May shine upon this bed of flowers;
But they whose griefl is pure and deep,

Can surely never cease to weep.

The leafless tree when spring shall come,
May feel its warm reviving powers;
And put forth many a lovely bloom,
When moisten’d by its genial shower;
Buat sun nor shower can e'er restore
The friends whom now we sce no more;
And birds may sing, and zephyrs blow,
These ‘tears can never cease to flow,

The ocean wave may gaily swell,
Receding from the storm-lashed shore ;
But memory hears the funeral knell,
Amid its loud resounding roar,
Though nature still her course may keep,
Nor know o'er all our ills to weep,
Dovoted hearts when rudely torn,
Can never cease on earth to mourn.

Porery Rexouncen,—The New York
Obhscrver says that 58 intelligent Germans
renounced Popery a few sabbaths since at
New Jersy. The Presbyterian Church was
crowded on the occasion.

From the New York IHerald, December 8.
Arrival of ihe Britannia.

The stcamer reached Boston about 6
o’clock, und the following intelligence was
immediately transmittc] to this city over
the wires,

Tne News—The advices from Liver-
pool are to the 19th ultimo, inclusive.

The British Purliament was convened
yesterday, No business was transacted
beyond the mere ceremony of opening,
wiiich was done by royal commission.

T'he French loawn of ewo hundred and fif-
1y million franes lias been adjudged to
M. de Rothedild, at 75 1.4, which was the
minimum reserved.  "The adjudication had
litle or no effieet upon the English market,

An announcement reached London, on
Monday, . M., that a formidable conspira-
cy had been discovered in Paris, which had
the eficet of seriously depressing the Eng-
lish funds, for a short tim .

The state of Ircland is truly frightful.
A system of agrarian resistance is every-
where manifested, landlords daily falling
betore the vengeance of the people.

Commercran  axo  Pinaxcian —Con-
trasting the operations of trade, and the
azencral aspecet of the menctary affurs of
the country, for the last fortnight, with those
of the preceding, itis gratifyine to observe
that a slizht, but still a perceptible im-
provement Lias taken place.  Nevertheless,
this re-action, so well begun, under the
combined influence of returning confidence
and a general relaxation of the money
pressure, has, within the last few days,
heen greatly affected by additional failures.
Although the price of money is still high,
and insolvenecies are rife, the fury of the
panic has heen stayed, and the prestige of
brighter and happicr days can be distin-
guished amidst the darlness of the past,and
the gloom of the present. Trade is evi-
dently making vigorous struggles to rise,
despite the forebodings of disheartening
and in many instances dishonest theories,
and the still greater discouragements of for-
feited contidence and extinguished accom-
modation. Money is yet difficult to he
had. Commercial distress has not been
materially assnaged, but hope is high, and
the {uture is promising.

Towards the Jatter end of last week,there
was a decidedly more cheerful feeling exhi-
bited in the manufacturing distriets, and an
increased business was done, particularly
hy private treaty.  The fuilure of ‘I'ruman
& Cook, before alluded to, cast a serious
gloom upon the market, and although the
casuality does not aflect Manchester or its
neighborhood to any considerable extent,
yel it must produce resnlts unfavorable to
ceneral eredity end retard (ora while that
aeadual approach to well revived confidence
so essentinl to the commerce of the cuon-
try.

“I'he Englizh funds, for the last fortnight,
have suflered less fluctnation than for a
considerable time previousthough they have
suffered many changes, they have displayed
greater firmness, with an unequivocal ten-
dency to ascend. Their steadiness has
been considerably promoted by the transpord
tation of foreign gold, amounting to nearly
£1,500,000 sterling. The Bunk of Eng-
land stiil demands the high rate of 8 per
cent discount, while its branches generally
refuse to advance under 9 per centj but
many ol the private establishments of the
country have discounted bills, of course of
indisputably gond reputation, at 7, and even
6-1.2 per cent.  In the money market, yes-
terday, a better feeling prevailed, and no
new leeling prevailed. Consuls closed at
83 7-8 for moaey. With extensive trans-
actions, and for account at from 84 1-4 to
83 3-4. A considerable sale of stock, how-
cver, damped the market. Foreign bonds
cornmanded very trifling attention.

Tnr Cnorera.—The French Minister
of Commerce has given to three doctors.of
the faculty of Paris mission to go and study
the progress of the cholera in the countries
where it is at present raging. These gen-
tlemen are Doctors Beau, Contour and Mon-
neret, and their places’ 'of destination
are T'rebizond, Moscow and Odessa. ‘Fhe
imperial Academy of Sciences of St Peters-
burg has offered a :prize of 3000 yubles for
the best ¢ History of the Cholera.” .-

Contemprisre.—The '« Catholic Tele-
graph,” publishes a letter from' Rome, sliow
ing that Newman and other perverts *have
been sinking themselves'to' a “[5wer depth
than they had heretofora reached: * Theilet
ter says :—On the 0th the Holy Father de-
igned to honor thém with' & visit; in*thie
course of which he ‘eonverséd with them
and witk-Dr.:Wiseman in' the most affee-
tionate manner, and gave them special

marks of his favor. He also permitted them
to kiss his feet.”



